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Physical and Sensory Impairment Info & Strategy Meeting Notes  
Tuesday 3 October 2023 12:30pm – 2:30pm
Zoom Recording | Passcode: ULb5&$DC
	Attendees

	Name
	Organisation

	Helen Brand, Sally Drinkwater, Saarah Hamayun
	Forum Central

	Melissa Barker-Simpson 
	BSL interpreter

	Laura Phillips
	BSL interpreter

	Andrew Barnes
	DeafBlind UK

	Catrina Creech
	DeafBlind UK

	Cllr David Jenkins
	Leeds City Council

	Gerry Van Hee
	Remap

	Paul Coleman 
	Leeds Church Institute

	Helen Hartley
	Leeds Community Healthcare

	Debra Gill
	Leeds Community Healthcare

	Narinder Rayat 
	Leeds City Council

	Fay Kesby
	RNIB

	Jo Pollard
	Remap


Welcome and Introductions
· Action if interested: sign up Whatsapp Sign Up Form by 04.11.2023 
· Can be used to discuss general ideas around envisioning what we want to do as a group, receiving sector wide updates and how we want meetings to be, accessing funding etc. Also to discuss ideas around the proposed PSI Strategy
· DeafBlind UK - Andrew’s role to be replaced by Catrina - Andrew will now be working in the Friendship Guarantee project - looking at existing social groups in the area and making them accessible for those with sight and hearing loss to increase opportunities available to them. 
· International Day of Disabled People Marketplace: Thursday 30 November 11am-3pm Leeds City Museum
· Please circulate the date around your own networks
· IDODP Small Grant Application Form
· Please notify relevant colleagues and partners of applications 
· Deadline: 12 noon on Friday 27 October 2023
· Action for all: promote the event and small grant applications - please use downloadable posters
Paul Coleman: Faith in the Margins Leeds Church Institute
Learning Resources on Disability Theology
Presentation Link
· Working with groups marginalised due to economic poverty. Also working closely on disability - responding to questions of disabled Christians in Leeds to dig deeper into the role of the Theology of Disability in shaping attitudes. Aim to share this learning with Church leaders to be able to equip them to respond to disability in a more affirming manner. 
· Focus on understanding the individual needs of disabled people.
· Ran an event in July called ‘Even the Resurrection Bear Scars’ for and by individuals with lived experience of a disability - involved an inclusive act of worship which was a first for many of the attendees.
· Very positive feedback from the event - it was an opportunity to have a discussion about theology through the lens of disability. 
· Online sessions from the event will follow to further explore theology in relation to disability and address the questions and concerns of disabled Christians. 
· Sharing best practice with other churches and communities. 
· Move churches beyond the culture of inclusion to a place of belonging - change attitudes within the church and increase accessibility to enable churches to be used as community venues.
Debra Gill & Helen Hartley: Leeds Community Healthcare NHS Trust - Children’s Community Eye Service
· Assess the offer of the Children’s Community Eye Service and look at areas for improvement to streamline the process and support for families.
· All children in Leeds schools are offered a universal screening appointment conducted by a school nurse - if they are noncompliant or have vision problems they are referred to the community service. If medical intervention is required they will be directed to Leeds Teaching Hospital. 
· The service involves administering drops which cause the pupils to dilate - this can be a long process especially for children with darker eyes.
· The length of waiting times and the availability of child friendly waiting areas in health centres can be an issue.
· During the pandemic, drops were posted and the parent/carer administered the drops at home before leaving for the clinic - spending less time in clinic - Some parents found it hard but the majority loved the idea as it meant less time needed to attend the clinic (less time off work, less time out of school for the child).
· SD suggestion: Parents administer the drops at school to reduce time children are out of school.
· Any suggestions for what we could do better and what is important for you when attending an appointment - travel time/time of day? Please contact Helen and Debra: helen.hartley@nhs.net
Sally Drinkwater - Compassionate Leeds: Trauma Awareness, Prevention & Response Strategy
Presentation Link
· Sign up to Trauma Informed Newsletter
· Compassionate Leeds Strategy
· Trauma Informed Work
· Future programme has the aim to improve mental and emotional health in Leeds, trauma awareness and prevention come under this. 
· Many families feel a disconnection between professionals - having to retell their stories. The disjointed system can add to the issues families and young people are already experiencing.
· Free monthly orientation sessions will be running which will give insight into the trauma approach: Trauma Informed Orientation Sessions Compassionate Leeds Strategy will be better understood and greater awareness of the language of adverse childhood experiences and trauma. 
· If anyone from the network is interested - an orientation session can be arranged with an interpreter present - date TBC 
· Contact Sally with any questions: sally.drinkwater@forumcentral.org.uk
Fay Kesby RNIB: Community Connection Coordinator (East/West Yorks)
Presentation Link
· The aim is to raise awareness and challenge and increase institutional accessibility for people with visual impairments by running awareness sessions.
· Sessions can be from 30-90 minutes - more time allows for practical guiding exercises. 10-20 participants is best but numbers and times can be adjusted based on your needs. Slightly different sessions based on what service your organisation offers to ensure it is tailored to you. 
· If anyone is interested in having the RNIB run an awareness session at their organisation please contact fay.kesby@rnib.org.uk
PSI Strategy - PSI Start/Finish Group - Paul Downes/ Helen Brand
· Initial aim is to define a PSI mission statement, a vision and specify aims of the group. 
· Considering terminology - does the name PSI embody who we are as a network?
· The Start/Finish Group plan to scope ideas from now until the end of 2023 and consult other PSI Network Members before potentially putting it as a discussion item in the February network meeting.
· This may progress towards creating a strategy document for the network.
· CDJ suggestion: Read PSI Strategy and Action plan from 2012 Northern Ireland for reference.
· To get involved with the initial discussions around developing the above initial scoping activities, please contact Paul by Fri 13 Nov 2023 at: Paul@activityalliance.org.uk 
AOB
· Combined Networks Meeting: Wed 13 Dec 12 noon-2pm TBC
· To replace the original meeting scheduled for 6 Dec
· An intersectional in-person network meeting. Bringing together Mental Health, Learning Disability and COIN Network, plus Men's Health and Trauma Informed work. 
· Gerry Van Hee- Remap - developing custom designed things for disabled people. Contact Gerry at gerry.vanhee@hotmail.com
Next meeting: Wed 13 Dec TBC / Action for all: HOLD THE DATE
