
The Third Sector in Leeds 2024

3,375
Third Sector

organisations

1,473
Registered

charities 

418 
Community 
Interest 
Companies

How many Third Sector 
organisations are there?

855
Estimate
of other 
unregistered

142
Other registered 
organisations
e.g. mutuals

488
Unregistered 
organisations
receiving grants

1,870
Registered

organisations
working in
health and

care

164
Of which are 
directly funded 
to provide 
physical 
and mental 
healthcare 
services

How many registered organisations
have impacts in health and care? 

1,706 
Of which 

contribute 
to social 

determinants 
of health

Number of 
organisations by size

What is the number of organisations by size, and what is their typical income?

Income average 
by category

Micro Medium MajorSmall
£2.7k £127k

£11.3m

£495k£47.8k
Large

£2.7m
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How is the Third Sector funded and resourced?

National Lottery

Major grants & contracts Other resources

Leeds City Council

NHS Leeds ICB

Leeds Community Foundation

Other grants

Donations

Trusts & wills

Fundraising

Commercial activities

Of this, the estimated
 total annual income for 
the health & wellbeing 

third sector in 2024 
was £300m

£336.1m
Other Government Depts

What is the change in the number of registered charities since 2020?
Number of registered charities 

2020 2022 2024

1 533
1 373

1 473

The number 
of registered 
charities has 
increased 
since 2022 
but is still 
lower than 
in 2020.

2020

1 180

Working in health & care

2022 2024

1 120
1 326 The estimated 

number of 
registered 
charities 
contributing 
to social 
determinants 
of health and 
care has
increased.  
These now 
make up ~90% 
of the sector. 

How has the total income of 
registered charities changed?

Total income in £m

358.2 325.1 336.1

Income has increased slightly since 
2022 but not in line with inflation. 
Total income to the sector is less 
than it was in 2020, and the 
average income has fallen 
by ~2.4% overall.

2020 2022 2024

https://forumcentral.org.uk/state-of-the-sector/
https://doinggoodleeds.org.uk/


Trustees

8 600 7 960

2020 2022

6 465

20242020 2022

9 650
6 326

Employees

2024

8 095

41 742

31 133 31 500

2020 2022 2024

Volunteers

What is the breakdown of people who work in the Third Sector?

How many people work in the Third Sector?

6 465
employees

8 095
trustees

31 500
volunteers

What is the typical number of staff per organisation size?

Number of 
Employees

Number of 
Volunteers

Number of 
Trustees

582 Micro  organisations 459 Small  organisations 269 Medium  organisations 165 Large  organisations  5 Major  organisations51 V large  organisations

Micro Medium MajorSmall Large
0 0 1

19

280

V large

80

Micro Medium MajorSmall Large
1 12 50 48

930

V large

102

Micro Medium MajorSmall Large

4
5

7
9

18

V large

9



811,956 people live in Leeds   
275,667 of them live in the most deprived areas of the city

Key areas of work

Advocacy
Climate action

Community development
Digital inclusion

Education
Environment

Health and wellbeing
Housing
Improving population health
Relief of poverty 
Social isolation and exclusion
Tackling inequalities

In which sectors do registered 
organisations have an impact?

748

Culture 
and 

sport

113

Health

150

Education

386

Social
services

605 

Community, 
employment 
and housing

100

Environment
and

animals

280

Religion
2

International 
aid

77

Business
and

professional

14
Law, 

advocacy 
and 

politics

78

Other / 
general

multi
purpose

Based on 2024 dataClick here to view the State of the Sector resources

Organisations are likely to have positive 
impacts across more than one area

What is the estimated proportion of organisations in different areas of work?

4%
8%

21%

11%
5%10%

3%

17%

6%
4%

11%
Environment and Climate 

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Children and Young People

Older People

Race and Ethnicity

Mental Health

Housing

Physical Health

Education

Charitable Purposes

Disability

The above resilience of the sector is all in the context of increasing demand and complexity experienced by the sector
Source: NCVO

For this update Nifty Sustainability CIC and MyCake worked closely together to develop a robust 
approach to the State of the Sector refresh for 2024. The result is an updated method and data 

set with new detail and granularity that can still be compared with previous years.

https://www.ncvo.org.uk/news-and-insights/news-index/the-road-ahead-2025/challenges/
https://forumcentral.org.uk/state-of-the-sector/
https://mycake.org/
https://www.niftysustainability.org.uk/

